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Mekong — River of Opportunity &
Challenge
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Lower Mekong River Co-operation -
Spanning Almost Half a Century

As early as 1947, the need for an
international organisation to
coordinate activities and promote
cooperation in the Mekong River
Basin was recognised.

e In 1957 “The Mekong Committee”

e 1978 -94 Interim Mekong
Committee.

e 1995 — present, MRC

1957 - 1977 1978 - 1994 Since[1995




Sustainable Development
Goal of 95 Agreement is to promote

sustainable development, utilisation,
management and conservation of the water
and related resources of the Basin.”

Inter-dependent sub-regional growth & cooperation.

Joint Organizational Structure for planning, conflict
management
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—— Environment — and how
resources may be used toithe
maximum and long-term benef
of all.

Building institutions — helping
them secure the needs of
people.



Role of Permanent Body
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Sustainable
Development & Equitable use

This means to pursue equity, socialand economic
development and environmental protection

*Through dialogue at all
appropriate levels

«Consensus building,
scientifically informed
decision making

«Effective dispute prevention
and resolution




Regional planning

Rules for Water Sharing (quantity & quality)

BDP - coordinating water resources
development at national and regional levels

regional

Initiatives 2. = =
Dialogue with T e -
China and

Myanmar on

Issues relating to

the Upper Basin
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MRC Core Programs

Impacts on flow - Development
Basin models & DSF scenarios

WUP

Economic and
social |mpacts

Environmental
Flow Assessment




Integrated Basin Flow
Management

Flooded
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To support scientifically informed
decision

Generating MRC-Information System

Information exchange, decision support
frameworks and impact assessment tools
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Transboundary River Management is more than‘an®
issue of hydrology, but ‘psychology” - mutual tMBE
and political commitment == Involvement




The Mekong River Basin

Characterisiics: HOIIStIC ApproaCh amﬁzcl*
Araa 795,000 knd (71) Mekong Reallty F,

Lamgny af mainstneam; 4 800 ke §T2)

Awerage discharga: 15,000 m /= (8}

06 countries shared
rich.resources of a
great river.

China and Myanmar

MYANMAR
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N application of IRBM
| to the whole basin.
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If Regional /=,

Donor/Banks/UN/ESCAP G overnance —1-.#
MS is there yet?
CSO/NGO/Academia

Commercid Na\érin%ati on

ASEAN (IA1/MBDC)
o
Eco. Cooperation
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*06 Governments

70 million populations
*Various institutions & fora
F"'"J‘%htwim  Coordination & Public
Participation, but How?

River Basine@®rganizations




More Challenges

Increase political weight
of MRC (Relevancy)

Succeed with a very
limited time-frame for
development of
framework to support
sharing of benefit.

Improve capacity at
national levels to deal
with basin-wide issues.

Regional Governance &
Public Participation.

Create stronger sense of
mutual trust and mutual
benefits.



Thank you for your kind attention

Mekong River Commission

[t Catalngus
[femy &% Dyl [ alihuiiuem

MRC web page

Cata Catalogue
aod

v yefecton of et o e Mckong Frver Bamm e be wecrmned upan oo,

E m al I : I'punﬂh e T hoanal Sipjoot Do ot the ek i Foiey Cutniapn) Setq#lanal

m rCS @2 m rC m e ko n g ] O g O r Dt moky Lo walnctid o th Fallawing eategecian
sokhem@mrcmekong.org &;

i T
1 Bmranman

* ClfilEnEl

5 : O v
v & i l'.'.l".'!
q d :||||.'.|I| il
L Lt F‘ v Fliniig fnchiding witarthad)
-

. "
[
-




