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_ Putting IWRM into Practice:
A Case Study of Thailand
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~ IWRM - pm@s_&ior better managemen —

‘———h

of water resources

- encompasses governance,
stakeholder participation, and .
balancing development for

-resource sustainability
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__every country

o Rather, the IWRM process has to be
adjusted according to the socio-economic,
political and cultural conditions of each

particular country .

erpreted as preparing a road-map or

action program to put IWRM into practice
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S— Recoghizing'the three basic components of
IWRM, i.e., enabling environment,
Institutional roles, and management tools,
Thailand started the process by building
consensus among various stakeholders —
Including government officials, academes, >

: o —————
orivate s 0 I groups,
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e \Water dialogues, seminars and workshops
were held since 1999

 Main objective was put the key elements of
the 3 basic components into the national
water resource management system and

~ thus Instituti 1ze the |

machinery
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1 he National vvarte!

multistakeholder workshop In July 1999

}

Endorsed by the government in July 2000

{

National Water Vision was translated into a nine- :
-point wate ICY program gh another

er'meetmg In March 2000

Subsequently endorsed by the government as
the National Water Policy in October 2000 6
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~ » The Government approved the proposalto—
establish river basin committees (RBCs) for the
“country’s 25 major rivers and provided budget

for the implementation since 1999

» Capacity building in IWRM and basin
management were standard activities to
strengthen the RBCs

Organizati
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t f various

es and working groups have
evolved such that grassroots participation in
RBCs is now an integral part of the system
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Eudgetary procedure was dlscussed and
- formulated through a series of high-level officials
and multistakeholder workshop, aiming to
strengthen the role of RBCs in developing and
approving RBC plans and to group WRM
programs according to the national water policy

=
Governr ved the budgetary

une 2002, and is currently being

- g

practiced
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— '2001 with the aim to involve stakeholders inthe

- preparation process
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» Consultants were engaged to work together with
various stakeholders including the grassroots
level, to identify problems and needs and
formulate plans and projects with respect to the
potential available water resources and other

-
w orests,
p wards sustaining the ecosystem of the basin

» This In particular is putting IWRM into practice
at the river basin level n
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reform — resulting to the consolidation of water-
“related agencies and the establishment of the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
(MoNRE) in October 2002

» MONRE is entrusted with regulatory functions
for national water resources management while >

. there still iimim a few mpl@pg agencies
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~ serve as the master law for water resources. This
IS expected to be ready for submission to the
government in 2005
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into practice takes time

| e

» There is a need for a group of key players who
can act as catalysts for changes and who should
be motivated and influential enough to obtain
government endorsement of the road map and/or
action program

-
» Critical IS.to be consi in pursuing the
| ves and have patience in pursuing

the same
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== > IWRM car nlemented

_— through a step by- step process

» In the preparation of river basin plans, the
application of IWRM process is far more
Important than having a plan per se

» Public awareness and multi-stakeholder

___ participation is a must to ewge

ptance by ..

—
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» In the preparation of river basin plans, the
application of IWRM process Is far more
important than having a plan per se
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