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What is 
Governance? 



United Nations Development Program, UNDP defn: 

• Governance is the exercise of economic, political 
and administrative authority to manage a country’s 
affairs at all levels …. it comprises the mechanisms, 
processes and institutions through which citizens 
and groups articulate their interest, exercise their 
legal rights, meet their obigations and mediate 
their differences 

 

UNDP 2001 
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In Layperson terms 
• Who does what? When? How? Why? At what 

scale? At which level (of government, society)? 
• Laws, Regulations, Rules, Policy, Standards  
• Institutions, Organizations, Stakeholders 
• Processes, Work flow, Adequate and accessible 

information and data, Capacity building, Conflict 
resolution, Mediation 

• Integrity, Transparency, Accountability 
• Political will, Reforms 

Governance 



Global discourse on Water Governance 
• Dates back to the Dublin Conference 1992 

• Dublin Water Principles 
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 IWRM 



SDG #6 : Ensure access to water and sanitation for all 
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Target Description 
6.4 

 
By 2030, subsequently increase water-use efficiency across all 
sectors and ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply of 
freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially reduce 
the number of people suffering from water scarcity 

6.5 By 2030, implement IWRM at all levels, including through 
transboundary cooperation as appropriate 

6.a By 2030, expand international cooperation and capacity-
building support to developing countries in water- and 
sanitation-related activities and programmes, including water 
harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, wastewater 
treatment, recycling and reuse technologies 

6.b Support and strength the participation of local communities in 
improving water and sanitation management 



Global discourse on Water Governance 
• Org. for Economic Co-operation & Dev., OECD  

• OECD Multi-level Governance Framework 
“Mind the Gaps, Bridge the Gaps”  

• OECD Water Governance Initiative, WGI 
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